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the PostScript
B ra n c h  H i g h l i g h t s
When I started typing the branch highlights 
for this Winter edition of the PostScript, it 
really started to feel like winter - snow 
starting to ßy, wind starting to howl, and 
the temperature was dropping considerably. 
But I still see the forecast of plus six and 
sunny skies in days to come. It just wouldnÕt 
be Saskatchewan without weather patterns 
like that!

The most recent branch highlight to 
address is the Sk Branch Annual General 
Meeting and Educational Sessions, which 
was held in Saskatoon on October 28th 
and 29th. The educational sessions were 
once again a joint venture between CSHP 
and the Saskatchewan Cancer Agency. 
Topics of this yearÕs conference included: 
withdrawal reactions of psychotropics by 
Dr Melanie McLeod, antifungal infections 
and treatment by Dr Steven Sanche, 
thromboprophylaxis in medical patients by 
Dr Otto Moodley, and many more. It was 
an excellent educational experience and a 
big Thank You must go out to Justin Kosar 
and Linda Weir, along with the educational 
services committee for putting on an 
outstanding conference. 

Also presenting at the Sk Branch AGM was 
Doug Sellinger, the president-elect for 
CSHP National. Doug highlighted the new 
vision and mission for CSHP for the next 
couple of years as we gear up towards the 
2015 goals. More focus will be put towards 
2015 in the coming months with further 
development and implementation of the 
2015 toolkits. Doug also discussed that one 
focus of CSHP is the drug shortages that 
constantly plague us. For up to date 
i n f o r m a t i o n o n s h o r t a g e s , t h e 
Saskatchewan Drug Information Service 

has agreed to be the English national 
website to provide us information on this 
issue. This can be found at the following 
web address: www.druginfo.usask.ca/
h e a l t h c a r e _ p r o f e s s i o n a l /
drug_shortages.php

Of note, new legislation will soon be 
affecting how non-proÞt organizations are 
structured. As such, new governance and 
bylaw changes are being proposed by 
CSHP National to align with this 
legislation. At the AGM, Don Kuntz, the 
Branch Delegate, shared information on 
how these proposed changes will act to 
protect the Branches by decreasing liability. 
For example, our budgets, accounting and 
audits will now ßow through CSHP 
National and will provide a more 
transparent and consistent reporting of our 
Þnancial situation. We will still have the 
autonomy to set our own budget, and our 
current operating surplus will still be under 
our direction and control. 

Prior to the educational sessions and AGM, 
the Þnal meeting of the 2010-2011 council 
took place. Many of the discussions that 
happened there revolved around the new 
proposed legislation and bylaw changes and 
also focused on looking ahead to the next 
year Ð including: focus on the 2015 
initiatives, advocacy for hospital pharmacy, 
and prescriptive authority.

This concludes the branch highlights for 
this edition of the PostScript. Read on for 
more CSHP Sk Branch news, and have a 
happy and safe holiday season.

- Darcy Lamb, Sk Branch President Elect
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CSHP Sk Branch AGM Update

The Saskatchewan Branch CSHP Annual General Meeting and 
Educational Session was held on October 28th and 29th at the 
Sheraton Hotel in Saskatoon, and proved again to be a fantastic and 
exciting event. CSHP was lucky enough to continue its working 
relationship with the Multidisciplinary Cancer Care Conference 
and hold a joint conference that allowed for a diverse selection of 
educational topics and speakers. Many thanks go out to all of those 
who aided in the organization and planning stages to let such a 
wonderful event take place, with special acknowledgement to all 
members of the CSHP Educational Services Committee (ESC) and 
Linda Weir and her team at the Saskatchewan Cancer Agency for 
their efforts. Overall, evaluations from attendees indicated a highly 
positive response to the conference and all speakers received a high 
approval rating. Future development will take place over the next 
year to work on maintaining enrollment and ensuring that we 
continue to provide a strong and clinically relevant program. 

On the opening night of the conference all of the attendees were 
treated to an inspirational presentation by Linda Soparlo that 
helped us all re-focus our passion towards our chosen careers. 
Attendees were also lucky to learn from highly regarded 
pharmacists and physicians during the variety of talks held through 
the weekend. Sk Branch ESC executed an educational event that is 
consistent with the high-quality programs typically provided by 
CSHP. 

The award luncheon, organized and hosted by James Lacey, served 
as a fantastic reminder to celebrate the talent and knowledge of our 
provincesÕ own leaders in their Þeld. All award winners are highlighted 
later in this edition! 

The event would not have been possible without the generous 
contributions from the pharmaceutical industry - so thank you! Like 
sponsorship - these events would also not be possible were it not for 
the efforts of the presenters who took time out of their schedules to 
share their knowledge. Finally, to all the members of CSHP - Sk 
Branch that attended; many thanks for contributing to the success of 
the event. If you were not able to attend this year, please plan to 
next year! WeÕll see you there in 2012!!!

- Justin Kosar, Sk Branch Educational Services Chair

Do You Have a ÒBest CatchÓ 
Story? How About a ÒNear MissÓ?
The Best Catch Award is meant to enhance awareness of 
medication safety and facilitate prevention of medication errors. 
CSHP SK Branch Executive acknowledged the value of this 
idea and has adopted it  as a item to be featured in the PostScript. 
To keep this successful, WE NEED YOUR HELP!

We ask you submit your Ònear missÓ or medication error report 
story.! The Òbest catchÓ story will be featured in the PostScript 
and the author will be awarded a $15 Tim Hortons coffee card! 
Anonymity will be maintained at the submitting individualÕs 
request. Submit to: communications@cshp-sk.org.

Notice to All Previous Branch 
Executive Members

At one time the Branch had a box of archived 

documents which contained some historical 

documents. One of these documents was a book 

which contained the original minutes of the first 

Branch meetings, who attended and where they 

worked."A groups of pharmacists in Saskatchewan has 

undertaken the task of putting together a history of 

hospital pharmacy in Saskatchewan." If you know the 

whereabouts of these documents could you contact 

Garry King at gaking@accesscomm.ca"  or 

306-789-8466."Thank you!
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CSHP Sk Branch 
Awards
The Saskatchewan Branch of the Canadian 
Society of Hospital Pharmacists held its 
Annual General Meeting on October 29th, 
2011 at the Sheraton Cavalier in Saskatoon. 
The luncheon program honoured several 
hospital pharmacists, students and residents 
for their outstanding achievements over the 
past year.

(Left: James Lacey; Right, Eric Landry)

T h e O r e s t B u c h k o H o s p i t a l 

Pharmacy Award , sponsored by the 
Branch, is annually awarded to a graduating 
student of the College of Pharmacy and 
Nutrition who is pursuing a career in 
hospital pharmacy. The selection of 
cand idates is based on academic 
ach ievemen t and i nvo l vemen t i n 
professional and volunteer groups. This 
yearÕs recipient was Eric Landry  who is 
currently completing a residency in the 
Regina QuÕAppelle Health Region. Mr 
Orest Buchko was in attendance to help 
present the award to Eric which really 
added to the program.

(Left: James Lacey; Right, Larissa Fedor)

The Pharmacy Practice Residency 
Award , sponsored by PÞzer Canada, is 

awarded annually to a Saskatchewan 
hospital pharmacy resident in recognition of 
a residency project which represents a 

signiÞcant innovation, practical application 
and/or development in an institutional 
pharmacy practice setting. This yearÕs 
recipient was Larissa Fedor , who recently 
completed her residency in the Regina 
QuÕAppelle Health Region and is now 
currently working at the Grey Nuns 
Hospital in Edmonton, for her project 
e n t i t l e d Ò R E S I S T- - I m p r o v i n g 
F luoroquinolone Use to Minimize 
Resistance: An Antimicrobial Stewardship 
Pilot StudyÓ. Larissa was in attendance and 
presented the results of her interesting 
project to the luncheon attendees.

The Merit Award , sponsored by the 
Branch, is presented to a hospital 
pharmacist in recognition of a project 
which could easily be accomplished 
regardless of hospital size or staff, which 
need not be sophisticated, and which serves 
a useful purpose. This yearÕs winner was 
Barb Evans  of the Saskatoon Health 
Region whose project investigated the role 
of the pharmacy technician on admission 
medication reconciliation in the emergency 
department.

(Left to right: James Lacey, Christina Swiatecki, Audrey Smycniuk, 
and John Roe of  PPC)

The Past President Award , sponsored 
by Pharmaceutical Partners of Canada 
(PPC), was presented to our outgoing 
president, Christina Swiatecki  of the 
Saskatoon Health Region. Incoming 
president, Audrey Smycniuk presented the 
award to  Christina. On behalf of the 
executive council and all our members, 
thank you Christina for all of your hard 
work on our behalf  during this past year.

The New Hosp i t a l Pha r macy 
Practitioner Award , sponsored by 

Sandoz Canada, recognizes a hospital 
pharmacy practitioner who through their 

service to patient care, education or 
research and to the profession and the 
Society, is worthy of a recognition that 
denotes promising leadership, dedication 
and commitment to practice excellence and 
professional growth. To be eligible, 
candidates must have no more than 5 years 
of clinical experience. This yearÕs recipient 
was Angela McKinnon  who is currently 
working in the Chronic Renal InsufÞciency 
Clinic at St. PaulÕs Hospital in Saskatoon. 
AngelaÕs former residency coordinator Barb 
Evans presented the award.

The Pharmacist of the Year Award , 
sponsored by Apotex Canada, is awarded to 
a member of the Branch in recognition of 
outstanding achievement and long-term 
service to the practice of hospital pharmacy, 
both at the local and provincial level. Dr 
Blair Seiffert  was the recipient of this 
yearÕs award for the impact he has had on 
pediatric care since joining the Saskatoon 
Health Region just over one year ago. Amy 
Wiebe, a pediatric pharmacist at Royal 
University Hospital, helped present the 
award to Blair.

(Left to right: John Roe, James Lacey, Darryl Boehm, and Betty 
Riddell)

The Betty C Riddell Award of 
Pharmacy Practitioner Excellence , 
sponsored by Pharmaceutical Partners of 
Canada, is awarded annually to a member 
of the Branch in recognition of outstanding 
achievement to patient care, contribution to 
the profession and long term service to the 
practice of pharmacy. This yearÕs recipient 
was Darryl Boehm  who works at the 
Allan Blair Cancer Centre at the Pasqua 
Hospital in Regina. Mrs Betty Riddell was 
in attendance and presented the award to 
her former resident which was certainly one 
of  the highlights of  the day.

Continued...
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...Awards Continued

(Left to right: James Lacey, Ian Pocock of  LEO Pharma, and Douglas Sellinger)

The J.L Summers Achievement Award , sponsored by LEO 
Pharma, is annually given to a member of the society in recognition 
of signiÞcant contribution within the practice of hospital pharmacy 
which demonstrates innovation and leadership in the health care 
Þeld. Douglas Sellinger  of the Regina QuÕAppelle Health 
Region was this yearÕs deserving recipient. Don Kuntz, of the 
Regina QuÕAppelle Health Region presented the award to Doug on 
behalf  of  Dr Linda Sulz who was unable to attend the AGM.

The Pharmaceutical Partners of Canada Continuing 
Education Grant  was established to support the continuing 

education efforts of hospital pharmacists. Generously sponsored by 
PPC, the award is randomly drawn from a list of all Saskatchewan 
Branch CSHP members. This yearÕs lucky winner was Helen 
Swiatecki . Helen will receive up to $1000.00 for registration and 
other expenses incurred with attending any CSHP conference in the 
coming year.

The winner of the Pharmaceutical Partners  of Canada 
Executive Council Travel Award  was Monique Bollefer  of 
Humboldt who is the BranchÕs outgoing Small Hospitals 
Representative. Monique will receive up to $1000.00 for 
reimbursement of expenses to attend any CSHP conference in the 
coming year.

Congratulations again to all of this yearÕs award winners. All of the 
awards were given out this year which is an excellent feat 
considering the relatively small size of our Branch. The awards 
program would not have been possible without those individuals 
who took great time and effort to submit nominations for their 
colleagues. Also, thank you to those who volunteered to judge 
projects and posters for the AGM. Lastly and most importantly, 
thank to our sponsors: Apotex, Pharmaceutical Partners of Canada, 
Pzifer Canada, Sandoz Canada and LEO Pharma. 
Without their ongoing generous support, the Awards Luncheon 
would not be possible.

- James Lacey, Sk Branch Awards Committee Chair

COMMUNICATIONS CHAIR UPDATE

Pharmacists Awareness 
Week (PAW)

March 4-10, 2012
Plan now to participate in the next Pharmacists Awareness Week! In 
an effort to promote our profession to both the public and other 
health care professionals, the branch encourages all hospital 
pharmacy departments to partake in PAW on some level. To help get 
started,"a Pharmacy Awareness Tool Kit (includes a package of 50 
“Hospital Pharmacists” brochures, a set of four posters and guide) is 
available for purchase from the CSHP national website 
(www.cshp.ca);"$50 for members, $75 for non-members or feel free 
to jump start your creative juices and create an original campaign!!

- Lori Zulyniak, Sk Branch Communications Co-Chair

INVESTOR NEWSLETTER ISSUE N°3! FALL  2009VOLUME 28 NO 4! WINTER 2011

http://www.cshp.ca
http://www.cshp.ca


! 5

Q&A Meet the Members
In this Edition: 

Darcy Lamb , BSP, ACPR, MSc Pharm

Where do you work and what 

do you do?

I work" in the Saskatoon Health Region as a cl inical co-ordinator 
of" pharmacy" ambulatory services and as a Primary Health pharmacist at four 
different"Primary Health Centres.

What do you Þnd most 

rewarding about your 

particular job?

DeÞnitely the patient contact and the team approach to dealing with drug therapy 
issues."The 'collective brain' of a team can be a huge beneÞt to patient care."I also love 
that I have the ability to follow-up with my"patients over time.

What are the challenges in 

your practice?

Although rewarding, the team approach can also be challenging"as the dynamics of the 
team can change with different team members. Also, since I work out of so many 
different places, my lack of presence at times can make things more challenging."It 
means that"organization becomes really"important.

Name one interesting, 

preferably not pharmacy-

related, fact about yourself.

IÕve always had an interest in aerial combat, especially stories from World War I. A 
couple years ago my wife and I were in New Zealand and I had the opportunity to go 
up in a 1937 open cock-pit Tiger Moth bi-plane. That was an amazing experience!!" 
Seeing the countryside while feeling the wind on your face. Looking back down to the 
earth as the pilot shoots upwards into a stall. Add in a few loops,"rolls and a soft 
landing, and I was happy!!

Meet the Members is a regularly appearing article in the PostScript. It is an opportunity to highlight the everyday efforts  of  someone you know and/or work 
with. A mini-interview of  a member at large! To take part in Meet the Members, simply submit your interview by email to: communications@cshp-sk.org.
Meet the Members is a regularly appearing article in the PostScript. It is an opportunity to highlight the everyday efforts  of  someone you know and/or work 
with. A mini-interview of  a member at large! To take part in Meet the Members, simply submit your interview by email to: communications@cshp-sk.org.
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PAST PRESIDENT UPDATE

Some Websites to 
Check Out
www.bcguidelines.ca  

Clinical Practice Guidelines and Protocols in British 

Columbia (Mobile app also available)

dir.pharmacy.dal.ca "

Drug Information Resources - A guide for Pharmacists - 

developed by Dalhousie University's College of Pharmacy

Thanks to Cheryl Kolbison of Saskatoon Health Region for these links!

- Christina Swiatecki, SK Branch Past President
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Saskatchewan Branch
Canad ian  Soc ie ty  o f  Hosp i ta l 

Pharmac is ts
 www.cshp-sk .org

CSHP Counc i l  2011-2012
Pres ident : 

Audrey  Smycn iuk

Pres ident -E lec t : 
Darcy  Lamb

Past  Pres ident : 
Chr is t ina  Swia teck i

Treasurer : 
L indsay  R iche ls

Secre tar y : 
Amy Wiebe

Nat iona l  De legate : 
Don Kuntz

PAS L ia ison: 
Andrea Brewer

SCP L ia ison: 
Barr y  Lyons

CSHP Student  Rep: 
Cheyanne Boehm

Communica t ions  Co-Cha i rs :
Lor i  Zu lyn iak  & 

Ka i t lyn  McMi l lan

Educat ion  Co-Cha i rs : 
Chr is t ina  Swia teck i

B la i r  Se i f fe r t

Awards  Cha i r : 
James Lacey

Smal l  Hosp i ta l  Cha i r : 
Vacant

Pro fess iona l  Prac t ice  Cha i r : 
Zack  Dumont

Webmaster : 
L isa  Ruda

The PostScr ip t  Ed i to rs : 
Lor i  Zu lyn iak  & Zack  Dumont 

"The life, the voice, the heart of hospital 
pharmacy!"

VISION 2011

A dynamic Society
The influential voice for hospital pharmacy

Inspiring practice excellence
Fostering leadership and professional growth
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The CHSP-Sk Branch Council
Take a moment to review the list to the right 
that contains the names and positions of the 
2011-2012 Sk Branch Council members. 
This list is certainly not exhaustive in 
recognizing everyone who volunteers for 
CSHP as there are many who are involved 
Nationally. There are also many who 
contribute without holding an ofÞcial 
position (just think of the recent AGM and 
Educational Sessions, which would not be 
possible without a hard-working team). If 
you see someone who volunteers for CSHP, 
please be sure to acknowledge their valuable 
contributions to the Society. A special 
welcome goes out to our newest council 
members: Darcy Lamb, Lindsay Richels, 
Andrea Brewer, and Blair Seiffert.

(In this photo: Christina Swiatecki, left, passes Audrey Smycniuk the Presidential gavel)

Thank You!
Thank you to all of the contributing authors to this PostScript issue. We welcome entries 
from members to make the PostScript an interesting and informative read about current 
issues in pharmacy practice. Submissions to recognize a colleague who has retired are 
welcomed as well! 
Send future topics or articles by email to: postscript@cshp-sk.org .
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Volunteer Opportunities !
Contribute to your professional organization by becoming a volunteer today!""Volunteering is a way for you to give back to the profession 
and contribute to changes that will beneÞt the people you serve. You can help advance pharmacy practice and develop resources for current 
and future practitioners, as the pioneers before us did to establish the reputation of  the profession today."

We are seeking volunteers to serve on the Educational Services Committee. A number of other volunteer opportunities exist with the 
Branch as well, including: chairpersons of committees, committee membership, and"Executive positions. There also may be opportunities 
to serve on task forces."A member of  the Sk Branch, CSHP Executive will contact you to discuss positions in which you might be interested."

Volunteer Information

Name
___________________________________________________________

Address
___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Telephone (home) ___________________________________________________________

Job Status
(i.e., staff pharmacist, manager) ___________________________________________________________

Site of Employment
___________________________________________________________

Telephone (work)
___________________________________________________________

Facsimile (work)
___________________________________________________________

Email (preferred)
___________________________________________________________

Please fax or email your completed form to:"Lori Zulyniak, Sk Branch Communications Co-Chair

Fax Back Number:"306-766-4363 or email:"communications@cshp-sk.org"

Fax Back Deadline: January 31, 2012

This insert appeared in the PostScript Volume 28, No 4
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